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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

TRIBUTES TO SOPHIA F. PALMER 

From a former associate who had visited Forest Hills cemetery, near Boston: 
"I found the spot where Miss Palmer and Bessie were laid, a very quiet spot 
under trees. The lot has an iron fence around it, as was the custom years ago. 
Here she lies beside her father and mother, and grandfather and grandmother." 

"It is with deep sorrow I read of Miss Palmer's death; I had never met her, 
but through the pages of the Journal I felt that I knew her." 

"We hope the profession will carry on Miss Palmer's ideals ; she passed away 
when a good leader was needed most." 

"The best memorial we could give Miss Palmer would be to make the Journal 
what she wanted it, a regular visitor to every member of the American Nurses' 
Association." 

"I want to thank you for the picture of Miss Palmer that came with the 
June Journal and to extend my sympathy for the loss of this splendid and 
valued woman." 

"Service such as hers is seldom fully appreciated, for we who have not 
worked as she has, cannot realize how much she has given to the profession, but 
we can and will miss her greatly. Through her example and that of others 
gone before, nursing is on a better, broader basis than it has ever been." 

"It is knowing such women that makes me want to put forth my best efforts. 
I can do so little, owing to my physical condition, but when I think of Florence 
Nightingale, Miss Delano, Miss Palmer, and many others, I feel that I must do 
as much as I can." 

"The California nurses all feel that her passing is a great loss to the whole 
country." 

"When I was working for state registration, her replies to my letters kept 
me from growing too panicky. Her editorials have always been alive and, it 
seemed to me, just to the point. I always devoured every word of them. We 
have lost a great leader, and God knows we need such, these days." 

"It is impossible to conceive of her invigorating presence having been taken 
from the needs of this profession." 

"I have loved and honored her for many, many years. It is women like Miss 
Delano and Miss Palmer that help to bring out the best there is in us." 

"I cannot express the sorrow I feel in the taking away of Miss Palmer. I 
met her about fifteen years ago and have been a great admirer of her ever since. 
I wanted all of our nurses to know her." 

"It seems as though we are losing, all too rapidly, the splendid women who 
have played so prominent a part in the foundation of our profession. Miss 
Palmer was, of course, one of these, and her ideals and strength of character in 
advancing those and keeping pace with the newer demands is a heritage for 
us all." 

"Miss Palmer had such unusual qualities of heart, combined with intelli- 
gence, vision, and a clear understanding of the changes in thought and action 
of our young and progressing nation. Forceful by nature, she used her power 
in carrying forward plans for the advancement of the nursing profession of 
which she was a devoted member. One of the first to propose state registration 
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for nurses, she worked untiringly to this end, giving her time, her pen, 
and the broad influence she exerted through the various organizations with 
which she was connected. One of the founders of The American Journal of 
Nursing and its sole editor, Miss Palmer wielded an important influence upon 
the educational standards of nursing, upholding its ethics and forwarding its 
influence in every community throughout this and other countries. She was 
beloved by friends, confreres and many nurses with whom she had only slight 
personal contact, and her loss for us and for them is very great. Such women 
are a credit to humanity. May the beautiful life of Miss Palmer remain for us 
all an example, inspiring us to fulfill our highest ideals." 

From resolutions adopted by the Alumnae Association of the Illinois Training 
School, Chicago: "Whereas, the sudden death of Miss Sophia Palmer has re- 
moved a very staunch, faithful national leader from our ranks, and as the loss 
is so general and definite, that it reaches all nurses wheresoever they may be, or 
whatsoever may be their duties, therefore, it is resolved, that the Alumnae Asso- 
ciation of the Illinois Training School for Nurses do hereby express their real 
sense of loss and great sorrow caused by the death of Miss Palmer, who has so 
long been a most helpful friend through the day-by-day and year-by-year mes- 
sages of The American Journal op Nursing; which messages have always be- 
spoken courage, will to do, high ideals and the accomplishment of real things. It 
is also resolved that, not only through printed pages, but in personal ways as 
well, she has been a loyal, faithful friend of nurses through many years of work 
and earnest giving of self. More than this, the nurses of the Illinois Training 
School Alumnae Association wish to pay homage to Miss Palmer's life, which was 
so replete with endless gifts to give, and with resources for accomplishment. 
She had the rare ability to impart to others those same desires which were hers 
that they too might know the joy of service, the reward of patient, ceaseless 
efforts, and the strength of truth." 

From the Alumnae Association of the Methodist Episcopal Hospital, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y.: "The Alumnae Association * * * extends deep sympathy in the 
recent loss of Sophia F. Palmer, their faithful and beloved editor-in-chief." 

From District Association No. 1, Pennsylvania: "In the death of Sophia F. 
Palmer, who was known to many of us, personally, and to all of us as the friend 
and benefactor of the whole nursing profession, we feel a deep sorrow and a 
sense of irreparable loss. The high example and influence of her life will always 
remain with us as an inspiration." 

From the Kentucky State Association of Graduate Nurses: "Resolved, that 
the entire nursing profession has sustained a great loss in the death of Sophia F 
Palmer. She was always an inspiration to everyone who came in contact with 
her. We owe her a debt of gratitude for the valuable monument she has left 
us of her life work in The American Journal of Nursing." 

From the Central Bureau of Nursing, Detroit: "The sudden death of Sophia 
F. Palmer removes from the active field of our profession another of the able 
leaders who was identified with all that was constructive and progressive in its 
development. Her strong personality and sound judgment impressed themselves 
upon her associates in many ways, especially in her active promotion of the 
cause of State registration for nurses. The Michigan nurses are greatly in- 
debted to her for encouragement and help in their efforts to pass their bill. As 
editor-in-chief of The American Journal of Nursing she is best known to the 
large body of nurses of the present time, and her loyal devotion to their interests 
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and to the highest ideals of nursing service are to us a lasting appeal. We honor 
her for her achievements and cherish her in our memory with affection." 

Prom the New Jersey State Nurses' Association: "In the death of Miss 
Sophia Palmer, a woman of broad vision, unusual integrity, judgment and execu- 
tive ability, the nursing profession has lost one of its most brilliant and valued 
members. Her wise judgment and foresight have been an inspiration to the 
nurses of America and her loss will be felt throughout the country." 

From the Ohio State Association: "Whereas, there has been called from 
the ranks of the American Nurses' Association one of the charter members, 
Sophia F. Palmer, and whereas, because of her great power of leadership and 
vision of journalism as related to the development of the nursing profession, 
and whereas, because of her spirit of self-sacrifice and sustained labor as editor- 
in-chief of The American Journal of Nursing, that magazine has become a 
power not only in American nursing affairs, but of recognized prestige among 
international organs, be it resolved, that the Ohio State Association of Graduate 
Nurses, and the League of Nursing Education assembled in annual meeting in 
Cincinnati, May 13, 1920, extend to her relatives and co-workers on the Journal 
staff their sorrow and deep sympathy in this loss of a wise counsellor and friend." 

From the Alumnae Association of the Presbyterian Hospital, New York: 
"Whereas, in the recent death of Miss Sophia Palmer, editor of The American 
Journal of Nursing since its inception, the entire nursing profession has suf- 
fered a distinct and incalculable loss, and whereas, Miss Palmer's marvelous 
vision of the future possibilities in our profession was the source from which 
sprang the original ideas which crystallized eventually into registration of 
nurses as it exists to-day, and whereas, Miss Palmer was one of the founders of 
the American Superintendents' Society, (now known as The National League 
of Nursing Education) from which association have sprung all the educational 
benefits the trained nurses of to-day enjoy, be it resolved, that we, the Alumnae 
Association of the Presbyterian Hospital Training School of Nursing record our 
sincere sorrow over her loss, and pledge ourselves, as a tribute to her, to be, in 
every possible way, instrumental in all future dissemination of the principles 
and practices involved in the formation of our profession for which she stood 
unwaveringly." 

From the Alumnae Association of the Philadelphia Orthopaedic Hospital and 
Infirmary for Nervous Diseases: "* * * The Association would like also to 
express its great appreciation of Miss Palmer's love and devotion to the pro- 
fession and all that she accomplished for the profession." 

From the Ohio State League of Nursing Education: Whereas there has been 
called from the ranks of the American Nurses' Association one of our charter 
members, Sophia F. Palmer, and whereas because of her great power of leadership 
and vision of journalism as related to the development of the nursing profession, 
and whereas because of her spirit of self-sacrifice and sustained labor as editor- 
in-chief of the American Journal of Nursing, that magazine has become a 
power not only in American nursing affairs but of recognized prestige among in- 
ternational nursing organs, be it resolved, that we the Ohio State League of 
Nursing Education assembled in the annual meeting in Cincinnati, May 13, 1920, 
extend to her relatives and co-workers on the Journal staff our sorrow and deep 
sympathy in this loss of a wise counselor and friend. 



